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Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


September  k,  1959 
Letter  No.  888 


Yesterday,  USDA  announced  a  change  in  the  wheat  authorization  for  India.  The 
new  amendment  provides  that  India's  purchases  may  he  nearly  three  times  as  much 
as  previously  determined  under  P.L.  kQO.    The  original  authorization  provided  for 
purchases  of  $9  million  from  U.S.  suppliers;  the  new  authorization  is  set  at 
almost  $27  million,  or  ^50,000  metric  tons. 


GOVERNMENT  FOOD  GIFTS  HIT  NEW  PEAK 


Donations  of  USDA  surplus  foods  hit  a  record  3  billion  pounds  during 
fiscal  1959«    These  f oods ... marking  a  %  increase  over  the  previous  year... 
were  donated  for  use  in  school  lunch  programs  and  charitable  institutions 
here  and  overseas.    The  increase  in  distribution  is  accounted  for  here  at 
home  with  schools,  institutions,  and  needy  persons    getting  slightly  more 
than  1  billion  pounds.    Most  of  the  total  gain  came  in  wheat  flour,  corn 
meal,  rice,  nonfat  dry  milk  and  butter.    These  foods  were  acquired  through 
USDA's  price  support  and  surplus  removal  programs.    They  were  made  available 
through  the  distribution  program  of  USDA's  Agricultural  Marketing  Service 

 USDA  announced  yesterday  an  increase  of  100,000  tons  in  the 

estimate  of  domestic  sugar  requirements  for  1959*    This  boosts  the  total 
quotas  to  about  9*3  million  tons.    Sugar  distribution  has  been  at  record 
levels  since  May.    Heat  during  the  summer  accounts  for  increased  consumption 
of  soft  drinks,  ice  cream  and  other  sugar- containing  products.    Threat  of 
waterfront  work  stoppage  in  the  South  and  East  by  Sept.  30  is  also  a  strong 
factor  in  the  market. 


BEEF:  RATE  OF  GROWTH  VS.  QUALITY 


Beef  cattle  production  characters- -birth  weight,  weaning  weight,  rate  of 
gain- -are  not  closely  akin  the  animal's  carcass  quality.    Research  studies 
reported  by  ARS  show  that  performance  tests  appear  to  give  just  a  slight  hint  of 
the  tenderness  or  percentage  of  lean  meat  in  a  beef  carcass.    At  least  this  was 
true  of  the  210  steers  used  in  the  Miles  City,  Montana,  tests.    The  scientists 
say  that  improvement  in  carcass  quality  will  probably  have  to  be  based  on  direct 
selection  for  desired  carcass  characters  by  (1)  progeny  testing  of  sires,  and 
(2)  internal  meat-area  measurements  by  use  of  ultrasonic  or  other  devices.  Of 
the  steers  tested,  birth,  weaning  and  final  weights  plus  average  daily  gain  were 
inter- related.    But  this  was  so  slight  that  neither  birth  nor  weaning  weights 
could  be  used  to  predict  later  performances  and  was  of  little  value  in  estimating 
a  steer's  grade  at  slaughter.    (For  release  Wed.  Sept.  9. ) 
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MILK  SHOWS  POSSIBLE  UP -TREND 

Milk  Production  for  June  and  July  was  down  two  percent  compared  with  a  year 
ago.    Drops  came  in  butter  and  cheese  while  the  volume  of  dairy  products  sold  to 
the  Government  under  the  price  support  program  has  shown  considerable  seasonal 
decline.    Even  with  this  current  drop-off,  if  milk-producing  conditions  are  as 
favorable  this  year  as  last  it  is  possible  that  milk  output  the  closing  months 
of  1959  will  top  some  of  the  months  of  19 58.    AMS  economists  give  two  possible 
main  reasons  for  the  current  decline  in  annual  milk  production  rate:  (l)  Readjust 
rcent  of  the  seasonal  pattern  of  milk  production.    This  change  in  pattern  comes 
from  farmers  shifting  the  freshening  dates  for  their  milk  cows  to  get  greater 
output  of  milk  in  the  fall  and  early  winter,  when  prices  are  more  favorable. 
(2)  Dropoff  in  increase  rate  of  milk  production  per  cow.    For  years,  average 
production  per  cow  has  steadily  increased,  usually  offsetting  reductions  in  the 
number  of  milk  cows.    But  during  the  past  months  this  average  exceeds  that  of  a 
year  earlier  by  only  1  percent. . .and  it's  been  five  years  since  the  increase  was 
that  small. 

SPECIAL  RECOGNITION  GIVEN  QUALITY  EGGS 

Soon,  you  may  be  buying  eggs  with  a  new  USDA  grade  marking- -the  words 
"Fresh  Fancy  Quality"  enclosed  in  the  USDA  grade  shield.    This  is  a  new 
quality  designation  that  identifies  eggs  produced  and  marketed  under 
controlled  conditions  and  that  meet  high  standards  of  quality.    To  qualify, 
eggs  must  be  laid  by  flocks  of  uniform  age,  must  be  cooled  immediately 
after  laying  and  kept  at  a  specified  temperature  and  humidity  setting. 
Prompt  handling  is  also  required.    This  new  designation  will  be  used  by 
USDA  in  addition  to  the  familiar  U.S.  Grades  AA  and  A  for  high  quality  eggs. 

GOVERNMENT  BUTTER  SALES  STOPPED 

Sales  of  government- owned  butter  are  being  discontinued  this  week.  The 
Commodity  Credit  Corp.  explains  that  butter  purchases  are  at  a  low  level,  below 
the  usual  seasonal  decline,  and  may  remain  down  during  the  fall  months.  Lower 
butter  production  of  10  to  12  percent  the  last  three  months  plus  a  higher  consume 
demand  for  ice  cream  helps  account  for  the  lower  price- support  purchases  by 
USDA.    Purchases  this  year  have  totaled  3^  million  pounds  less  than  the  same 
time  last  year.    Just  the  past  two  months  purchases  ran  approximately  two-thirds 
less  than  a  year  ago  at  9«2  million  pounds.    Of  the  remaining  limited  supplies 
of  CCC  butter,  sufficient  quantities  have  been  set  aside  to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  school  lunch  program  for  this  coming  winter. 

AGRICULTURE'S  SHARE  OF  TOTAL  EXPORTS  CLIMB 

Preliminary  totals  for  fiscal  1959  indicate  U.S.  agricultural  exports 
came  7  percent  below  a  year  earlier.    During  the  same  period,  non- 
agricultural  U.S.  exports  dropped  8  percent  while  the  agricultural  share  of 
total  exports  increased  1  percent.    That  period  was  marked  by  relatively 
low  cotton  exports.    Cotton  exports  in  1959-60 ,  however,  are  expected  to 
be  up  sharply  from  the  previous  year  with  shipments  to  Asia  and  Australia 
possibly  reaching  2  million  bales.    Receiving  the  giant's  share  of  U.S. 
farm  product  exports  last  year  were  five  countries:    The  United  Kingdom, 
Canada,  Japan,  West  Germany  and  India.    Value  of  their  takings  passed 
$1.5  billion. 


-  3  - 

WEEVILS,   ' HOPPERS  SHRUG  OFF  INSECTICIDES 


Boll  weevils  and  cotton  fleahoppers  have  been  shown  by  ARS  scientists  to 
resist  important  insecticides  normally  used  for  their  control.    Results  of  tests 
confirm  strong  boll  weevil  resistance  to  dieldrin  and  toxaphene.    First  evidence 
of  fleahopper  resistance  to  these  chemicals  was  also  demonstrated  by  the  tests. 
However,  scientists  found  Guthion  and  Sevin  gave  a  90" 100  percent  reduction  in 
weevil  population  and  good  control  of  the  fleahopper.    Of  total  squares  examined 
a  month  after  treatment,  an  average  of  Q.h  weevil  infestation  was  found  on 
Guthion  treated  cotton;  7.6  on  the  Sevin  treated  area;  and  22.6  infestation  where 
treated  with  toxaphene.    Tolerance  of  weevils  for  toxaphene  and  dieldrin  has 
increased  so  much  that  satisfactory  control  of  heavy  infestations  was  impossible 
during  the  tests.    In  one  experiment,  a  dosage  of  toxaphene  usually  effective  in 
reducing  the  population,  killed  only  35  percent  of  overwintering  weevils.  Flea- 
hoppers  resisted  test  dosages  of  dieldrin,  heptachlor  and  toxaphene  at  strengths 
up  to  three  times  more  concentrated  than  those  previously  used  to  maintain  control. 

COUNTY  AGENTS  CONVENE 

Kansas  City  plays  host  to  an  expected  1,000  county  agents  Sept.  6-10  at 
the  hhth.  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Ass'n  of  County  Agricultural  Agents. 
County  agents  from  the  50  states  and  Puerto  Rico  are  expected  at  this  Kansas 
State  U.  and  U.  of  Missouri  Extension  Service- sponsored  event.    Theme  of  the 
meeting  this  year  is  drawn  around  Balanced  Farming;  that  is,  a  program 
featuring  a  close  working  relationship  between  an  extension  agent  and  a 
group  of  farm  families. . .designed  to  establish  coordinated  and  financially- 
sound  farming  operations.    Headlining  the  county  agent  get-together  will  be 
work  sessions,  speeches,  field  trips  and  a  jaunt  over  to  the  site  of 
Wyandotte  County's  Agricultural  Hall  of  Fame. 

PEST  WORRIES  LESSENED  IN  WEST 

Farmers  and  ranchers  in  the  Western  states  are  breathing  easier  this  year. 
Two  insect  pests  that  have  accounted  for  thousands  of  dollars  damage  on  range 
and  crops  during  years  past  are  now  being  stopped  before  getting  started.  The 
pests  are  grasshoppers  and  Mormon  crickets.    Last  year's  cooperative  program 
against  grasshoppers  on  5  million  acres  in  U  states  is  largely  responsible  for 
the  relatively  low  level  of  infestation  this  summer.    The  low  level  population 
of  Mormon  crickets  is  ascribed  to  the  timely  and  effective  annual  scouting  and 
treating  of  breeding  areas  of  these  pests  in  1952.    This  year,  only  about  76k 
thousand  acres  required  treatment  against  grasshoppers.    About  62  thousand  acres 
in  four  states  were  baited  for  Mormon  crickets. 

POULTRY  PARISITIC  PESTS  PERSIST 

Some  hearty  strains  of  poultry  parasites  lay  eggs  that  are  still  hatch- 
able  even  after  being  exposed  to  the  outside  weather  for  2  to  My  years. 
These  findings  by  an  ARS  scientist  indicate  that  a  3-month  or  even  12-month 
rotation  of  chicken  and  turkey  yards  is  not  adequate  for  the  safety  of  young 
chicks.    Eggs  of  the  cecal  worm  were  found  to  infest  poults  up  to  230  weeks. 
Eggs  of  the  round  worms  were  infective  up  to  l6l  weeks.    Thread  worm  eggs 
infected  poults  up  to  102  weeks  after  deposit  on  soil.    The  causative  agent 
of  blackhead  disease,  the  scientist  found,  was  infective  as  late  as  the 
151st  week. 


CORN  AND  BRASS  IN  INDIANA 
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Harry  Andrews,  WIBC,  Indianapolis  sends  word  that  a  host  of  notables  plus 
an  expected  100,000  other  folk  will  be  on  hand  at  the  11th  annual  National 
Mechanical  Corn  Picking  Contest  Oct.  15- 16.    The  contest  is  co- sponsored  by  WIBC 
and  is  to  be  held  on  a  250-acre  plot  at  Straughn...a  short  distance  from 
Indianapolis.    At  the  contest  will  be  Gov.  Loveless  (Iowa),  Gov.  Handley  (ind. ), 
Senators  Ellender  (La.)  and  Hartke  (ind. )  and  Secretary  Benson. 

TV  FILMS  IN  THE  MILL 

Coming  soon,  for  consumer  type  programmers  on  television,  will  be  two 
short  films.    One  gives  the  ins  and  outs  of  Frozen  Bread.    The  other, 
courtesy,  is  a  cute  ditty. ..in  song  and  verse, . .about  plentiful  pork. 
According  to  RtTV's  Edith  Swing,  these  films  should  be  mailed  within  a 
week  or  two  to  supplement  the  three  still-photo  features  for  Sept.  sent  a 


NETS  THIS  WEEK  BRING. . . . 

"National  Assn.  of  County  Agricultural  Agents"  -  highlights  of  the  annual 
Convention  at  Kansas  City  on  NBC's  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Sept.  12. 
"Beef  Eating  Quality  and  Steer's  Rate  of  Growth"  -  how  they're  tied  together 
discussed  by  Howard  Hass  by  way  of  ABC's  "American  Farmer"  Sept.  13 . 
"Federal  and  State  Cooperation"  -  to  solve  farm  marketing  problems.... 
William  C.  Crow,  AMS,  on  "Agriculture  USA"  over  Clear  Channel  stations 
Sept.  13  weekend. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  -  Mon.  thru  Fri.  on  Mutual  12:05  EDT. 
FOR  YOUR  TAPE. . . . 

'Hoppers  C;  Crickets  "Down  For  The  Count"  (79Q89)  -  Leo  Iverson  of  ARS' 
Plant  Pest  Control  comments  on  the  small  need  for  controlling  these  pests 
and  reasons  for  relative  freedom  from  them  this  year.  TIME:  l:Uo 

"Rate  of  Growth  Vs.  Eating  Quality  of  Beef"(80Q89)  -  Howard  Hass,  ARS, 
gives  info  on  USDA  research  as  to  relationship  between  meat  tenderness 
and  rate  of  growth  of  animals.  TIME:  1:30 


P.S.    The  past  three  weeks  while  C.  A.  "Colonel"  Herndon  vacations,  our  summer 
trainee,  Jim  Crabtree,  has  done  most  of  the  leg  work  on  this  letter.    Let  us 
know  how  you  like  Jim's  format  innovations.    Next  week  he  returns  to  the  U.  of 
Oklahoma  after  helping  us  out  in  nearly  all  of  our  radio  and  TV  activities  this 
summer.    Glad  to  have  had  you  aboard,  podner. 


week  ago. 


Sincerely, 


L  I  BRARYl 
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LETTER 


Radio  Farm  Directors  ^ 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


September  11,  1959 
Letter  No.  889 


Please  note  that  the  Department  has  pushed  back  the  deadline  for  farmers 
to  apply  for  basic  annual  rates  per  acre  for  their  Conservation  Reserve  contracts. 
It  was  Sept.  10.    The  new  deadline  is  Sept.  30.    They  now  have  until  Sept.  30  to 
take  this  first  step  in  offerin^.  land  for  the  i960  Conservation  Reserve  of  the 
Soil  Dank. 

FLAM1  GROWTH  CONTROL  KEY  DISCOVERED 

Our  researchers  have  isolated  the  chemical  -which  triggers  the  affects  of 
light  on  the  development  of  plants.    That's  tl^e  most  basically  important 
scientific  finding  around  these  parts  in  many  moons.    ARS  Adm'r  Dr.  Byron  T.  Shaw 
says  it  is  the  kind  of  discovery  Department  officials  had  in  mind  when  they  set 
up  the  Department's  new  pioneering  research  laboratories.     You'll  probably  be 
hearing  more  about  it  next  Wednesday  when  our  high  Russian  visitor  has  it 
explained  to  him  at  Beltsville  by  the  men  who  did  the  work,  Drs.  Harry  Borthwick 
and  Sterling  Eendricks.    The  discovery  premises  to  0ive  man  the  key  to  complete 
control  of  plant  growth  from  seed  germination  through  plant  flowering  and  fruit- 
ing.   Further  research  on  this  triggering  action  may  enable  man  to  tailor-make 
plants  to  meet  his  needs  -  fit  crops  for  better  harvesting,  have  plants  flower 
at  more  convenient  times,  and  control  plant  pests  more  easily.    Drs.  Borthwick 
and  Hendricks  found  growth  responses  of  plants  to  light  governed  by  a  reversible 
chemical  reaction  controlled  by  the  color  and  intensity  of  light  acting  upon  two 
pigment  forms  present  in  plants  in  invisible  quantities.    One  form  absorbes  red 
light  and  the  other  far- red  light.    The  pi0ment  form  that  predominates  in  a  plant 
depends  on  the  color  of  light  to  which  the  plant  is  exposed.    The  form  produced 
by  the  action  of  red  light  regulates  plant  growth,  and  can  absorb  far-red  light. 
But  if  that  form  absorbs  far-red  light  it  is  converted  back  to  the  red-absorbing 
form  that  does  not  regulate  plant  growth.    Technically,  the  material  they  isolated 
is  a  protein,  which  functions  as  an  enzyme.    The  pigment  forms  can  be  converted 
from  one  to  the  other  outside  the  plant  and  be  detected  by  laboratory  instruments. 
Which  form  is  present  can  be  detected  by  its  absorption  of  red  or  far-red  light. 


FORESTRY  ADVISORS  URGE  WATER  STUDY:     USDA's  Forestry  Research  Advisory  Committee 
reports  that  streams  seldom  carry  more  than  half  the  water  that  falls  on  a  water- 
shed.   They  think  we  need  to  know  more  about  what  happens  to  the  other  half.  The 
Committee  sees  need  for  more  research  to  show  the  relationship  of  plant  growth  to 
water  supply  and  soil  and  climatic  characteristics,  and  more  detailed  knowledge 
of  the  relations  of  plants  and  water,  so  as  to  reduce  the  water  loss  now  going  on 
in  many  watersheds.    The  advisors  also  want  more  known  about  fuels,  weather,  and 
topography  and  their  effects  on  forest  fires. 
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TAKE  CARE  OF  THE  HOME  FOLKS 

Further  perusal  of  George  Biggar's  "The  WLBK  Reporter",  DeKalb,  111.,  reveals 
an  editorial  "by  William  Ray,  who  recently  left  NBC's  Chicago  TV  station,  and  NBC's 
Midwest  Division  news  directorship,  to  become  owner  and  operator  of  KASI,  Ames, 
Iowa.    Bill  says  "Only  the  LOCAL  station  can  bring  to  its  audience  LOCAL  news, 
information  of  special  interest  to  LOCAL  farmers  and  homemakers  and  interviews 
with  LOCAL  people  *  *  *  *  This  is  why  local  radio  has  grown  so  rapidly  in  recent 
years;  why  more  radio  sets  are  being  sold  now  than  ever  before;  why  more  people 
now  listen  to  radio  than  ever  before  *  *  *  *  However,  my  study  of  local  stations 
throughout  the  country  (while  searching  for  one  to  "buy,  myself)  revealed  that 
many  stations  are  not  serving  their  listeners  in  this  way.    It  requires  the 
expenditure  of  considerable  money,  and  the  exercise  of  great  managerial  skill  and 
imagination  to  program  a  station  so  that  it  truly  serves  its  locality,  and  is 
not  merely  a  "juke  box"  with  transmitter  and  tower  attached  *  *  *  *  But  I  did  find 
this:     it  is  the  stations  that  BO  provide  a  local  service  that  hold  the  attention 
and  the  loyalty  of  the  people  within  their  coverage  areas  and  that  produce  results 
for  their  advertisers".    Bill  gives  WLBK  a  nice  pat  on  the  back,  too. 

RECORD  CORN  CROP  MOST  CERTAIN 

In  fact,  the  crop  looks  by  far  the  biggest  since  the  Indians  started  growing 
corn.    Yesterday  the  Crop  Board  forecast  a  crop  of  h  billion  382  million  bushels. 
That's  5  percent  more  than  the  Board's  forecast  a  month  ago,  15  percent  more  than 
last  year's  record  crop,  and  35  percent  above  average.    Declines  last  month  in 
Minn.,  N.D. ,  N.Y. ,  Texas,  Arkansas,  and  some  far  western  States  were  far  more 
than  offset  by  improvements  in  most  other  States.    The  indicated  yield  to  the 
acre  is  also  an  all-time  record  high  of  51*9  bushels.    The  Dakotas  and  Montana 
are  the  only  States  with  below  average  yields  this  year.    What's  more,  the  corn 
crop  is  far  enough  advanced  in  all  parts  of  the  country  to  probably  escape  frost 
damage.    The  Board  says  nine-tenths  of  the  crop  should  be  safe  by  normal  frost 
dates.    If  frost  holds  off  a  week  later  than  usual,  practically  all  the  corn  will 
be  safe.    Even  if  frost  comes  a  week  ahead  of  normal,  total  production  won't  he 
cut  much. 

WARNING  AGAINST  HOG  EXPANSION  IN  '60 

In  the  September  "Agricultural  Situation"  out  this  week,  AMS  economist 
Harold  Breimyer  says  the  big  question  is  the  prospect  for  the  spring  pig  crop 
next  year,  and  for  prices  when  hogs  are  marketing  from  that  crop  in  the  fall  of 
i960.    More  pork  next  year  would  probably  reduce  hog  prices  further.  Breimyer 
points  out  that  since  the  end  of  World  War  II,  an  increase  of  10  percent  in  the 
supply  of  pork  per  person  has  brought  22  percent  reduction  in  the  price  of  hogs. 
What's  more,  he  says  pork  will  meet  more  competition  from  beef  next  year,  as 
cattle  slaughter  rises.    He  suggests  holding  production  steady,  or  cutting  it 
back  a  bit,  would  set  the  stage  for  a  price  upturn.    After  prices  sinking  for 
two  years,  recovery  late  in  i960  would  prove  most  welcome. 

NAT 'L  MECHANICAL  CORN  PICKING  CONTEST 

Speaking  of  little  acorns  and  big  ideas,  this  year  nine  states  are  in  the 
National  Mechanical  Corn  Picking  Contest  sponsored  by  WIBC,  Indianapolis.  Ten 
years  ago  RFD  Chuck  Worcester  and  ex-hand  husking  champion  Elmer  Carlson  started 
the  first  one  near  Marion,  Iowa.    Three  years  later  the  NCPC  Ass'n  was  formed. 

 Last  Fri.  RFD  George  Stephens  led  V?  people  flying  out  of  Kansas  City 

on  KCMO's  Third  European  Farm  Study  Tour.    After  visiting  seven  countries  they'll 
come  back  from  Amsterdam  Sept.  27th 
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CORN  TOPPING  FAILS  TO  PROVE  VALUE 


USBA  and  Iowa  State  experimenters  have  tried  out  corn  topping  and  find  it 
of  little  value.    According  to  the  advocates  of  the  practice  it  can  hasten  drying 
of  corn  ears  in  the  fields,  reduce  stalk  lodging  and  "breakage  and  so  improve 
mechanical  picking,  and  make  for  less  rough  material  to  "be  handled  by  the 
mechanical  pickers.    In  their  trials,  these  researchers  found  little  difference 
between  plots  of  topped  and  untopped  corn  and  none  of  the  benefits  claimed  for 
the  practice.    They  are  continuing  under  a  variety  of  weather  conditions,  since 
they  did  find  veather  had  some  affect  on  results. 

SECRETARY  TO  ATTEND  COLOGNE  TRADE  FAIR 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Eenson  plans  to  take  part  in  the  opening  day  of 
the  International  General  Provisions  and  Fine  Foods  Exhibition  in  Cologne,  West 
Germany,  on  Sept.  26.    This  stop  will  be  during  his  previously  announced  trip  to 
Europe,  from  Sept.  23  to  Oct.  k  which  will  include  visits  to  Yugoslavia,  West 
Germany,  Poland,  the  Soviet  Union,  Finland,  Sweden,  and  Norway  as  part  of  a  long- 
range  world  agricultural  trade  and  market  development  program.    The  Cologne  Fair 
is  one  of  forty  separate  exhibits  by  the  Department  in  the  past  four  years  in  l6 
countries. 

BELTSVILLS  BEEPER  SERVICE 

Howard  Hass,  ARS,  will  be  standing  by  at  Beltsville  Research  Center  from 
noon  to  4:30  p.m.  SDT  Wednesday,  September  16,  to  take  calls  from  RFDs  who  want 
direct  beep  phone  recordings  on  Soviet  Premier  Nikita  Khrushchev's  visit  here. 
Hass  will  be  prepared  to  give  1-g-  minute  statement  or  Question  and  answer  inter- 
view.   Contact  him  by  calling  Washington  and  WEbster  5-^620,  Extension  380  

the  first  demonstration  of  the  day  for  the  Khrushchev  party  will  be  the  light 
affects  on  plants,  outlined  on  page  one  of  this  letter.    Other  demonstrations 
will  include  new  selective  weed  killers,  plant  growth  regulators.    The  Russians 
will  see  how  these  compounds  are  used  to  help  propagate  and.  multiply  plants, 
boost  fruit  formation,  and  improve  the  storage  qualit3r  of  fruits  and  vegetables. 
They  will  also  get  a  review  of  the  Department  livestock  work  including  results  of 
a  ^0-year  dairy  breeding  experiment,  two  new  breeds  of  sheep,  the  use  of  ultra- 
sonic vibrations  for  measuring  the  back  fat  on  hogs,  and  examples  of  the  modern 
meat-type  hog.    Poultry  geneticists  will  discuss  the  Beltsville  small  white 
turkey  and  how  more  small  type  turkeys  may  be  raised  with  the  same  equipment  and 
labor  used  for  the  larger  birds. 

MORE  KHAPRA  BEETLE  PROPERTIES  QUARAITHTSD 

This  week  ten  properties  in  El  Paso  and  Hudspeth  Counties,  Texas,  were  added 
to  the  Federal  area  quarantined  against  that  serious  stored-grain  pest,  the  khapra 
beetle.    Because  this  pest  has  caused  such  heavy  losses  in  many  parts  of  the  world 
infested  properties  are  promptly  fumigated  to  prevent  further  spread  if  possible. 
The  khapra  beetle  has  an  especially  bad  reputation  as  a  pest  of  rice  in  Japan, 
barley  in  India,  wheat  in  the  Philippines,  peanuts  in  Nigeria,  and  more  recently 

of  malting  barley  in  England  ....Dana  Reynolds,  formerly  of  this  office, 

now  deputy  food  and  agriculture  officer  on  the  USA  operations  mission  to  Libya, 
reports  that  even  every  half  dozen  tents  in  the  desert  has  a  radio  set,  with  a 
high  percentage  of  them  tuned  to  the  desert  farm  program  which  comes  on  just 
before  Radio  Cairo  news.    Dana  says  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  looks  on  radio  as 
his  agency's  most  effective  liaison  with  the  agricultural  public. 
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DON'T  DROP  THAT  LINE 

Even  though  we  in  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture's  Office  of  Information 
are  the  chief  Washington  contacts  for  lots  of  you  in  the  agricultural  communica-  "' 
tions  profession,  not  all  mail  clerks  in  the  Washington  post  office  realize  this. 
Also,  there  may  have  been  a  time  when  a  letter  addressed  to  "Office  of  Informatidfci 
or  "Radio  and  Television  Service"  would  automatically  come  here.    But  not  any  more 
Many  government  departments  now  have  such  services. 

What  we're  working  up  to  is  that  often  when  you  write  us  and  your  secretary 
neglects  to  include  "U.S.  Dep't  of  Agriculture"  as  part  of  the  address,  the  letter 
may  make  the  rounds  of  several  other  places  such  as  USIA,  Pentagon,  H.E.W.,  etc. 
"before  getting  here.     In  today's  mail  came  one  such  which  had  been  postmarked 
August  25.    Recently  a  piece  of  our  mail  bounced  around  Washington  for  days,  then 
went  all  the  way  back  to  Hawaii  before  it  was  remailed  to  us.     So,  please  use 
U.S.  Dep't  of  Agri.  in  the  address.    USDA  should  be  enough,  but  sometimes  we  find 
people  who  don't  know  what  that  stands  for,  too.     "District  Attorney"?  they  may 


IT  TAKES  ALL  KINDS  OF  PEOPLE  -- 

Today's  college  graduates  need  to  know  of  opportunities  awaiting  them  in 
agriculture  and  agriculture-related  occupations.    There  are  15,000  such  new  ag. 
jobs  each  year.    We  send  you  herewith  a  list  of  agricultural  recruitment  aids, 
for  your  convenience  in  helping  college  graduates  learn  about  careers  in  agricul- 
ture.   They  need  your  help. 

WHAT  YOUR  BLANK  TAPE  CAN  TELL 

"Topping  Corn  Doesn't  Pay"  (81Q99)  -  Eeltsville  scientists  tell  Howard 
Hass,  ARS.  TIME:  1:^7 

"Heavy  Toms  Top  Turkey  Market"  (82Q99)  -  AMS  Ed  Karpoff  gives  Jack  Towers 
the  poultry  outlook  and  suggests  action.  TIME:  3:20 

"Food  for  Hungry  People"  (83Q99)  -  AMS  Jim  Hutchins  tells  Layne  Beaty  how 
he  distributed  the  food  here  and  abroad.  TIME:  3:^0 

INTO  THE  NETS  NEXT  WEEK 

"What  We  Can  Expect  from  Farm  Machinery  in  Future"  -  as  predicted  by  Walter 
Carleton,  ARS  ag.  engineering  researcher  at  Beltsville  over  the  Clear 
Channel  Stations  Sept.  19  weekend. 

"Report  from  World  Agriculture  Fair"  at  New  Delhi,  India;  and  "U.S.  and  State 
Work  Together  on  Market  Problems  -  described  by  Wm.  Crow,  AMS,  on  "American 
Farmer"  program  over  ABC  Sat.  Sept.  19. 

"Highlights  of  National  Barrow  Show"  at  Austin,  Minn. ,  reflected  in  the 

National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  over  NBC  Sat.  Sept.  19. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  -  Mon.  thru  Fri.  on  Mutual  12:05  EDT. 

From  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Information  Officer,  you  can  get  a  12  inch  double 
face  disc  of  10,  20,  and  60  sec.  spot  announcements  by  17  Hollywood  stars  and 
Everett  Mitchell  interviewing  NBC  news-editor  Peter  Hackes  for       minutes  on  the 
importance  of  the  1959  Farm  Census,  and  encouraging  folks  to  cooperate  with  the 
enumerators. 


ask. 


Sincerely, 


L  f  B  R  A  RY1 

WENT  SERIAL  RECORD 

RFQtETTER 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Bear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


September  18,  1959 
Letter  Kb.  890 


When  Secretary  Benson  welcomed  USSR  Premier  Khrushchev  to  our  Beltsville 
Research  Center,  Uednesday,  he  pointed  out  that  most  of  our  research  is  done  in 
our  great  network  of  research  laboratories  and  experiment  stations  out  where  «ur 
farmers  and  ranchers  are  working.    He  also  explained  to  the  Russian  group  that 
the  Department  aims  to  make  certain  that  research  results  "become  speedily  available 
to  all.    He  gave  the  Federal-State  Extension  Service  a  good  hand  for  doing  just 
that.    But  he  emphasized  that  much  of  the  credit  for  our  success  in  carrying 
research  quickly  from  the  laboratory  to  the  fields  must  go  to  the  newspapers  and 
magazines,  radio  and  television  stations  which  report  those  results  freely  and 
fully. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  today  there  are  13,000  scientists  working  in  the 
Federal-State  network  of  agricultural  laboratories  and  experiment  stations.  He 
estimated  that  8,000  others  are  working  with  them  in  private  industry.    He  said 
Department  specialists  are  making  studies  at  some  300  field  stations  -  many  of  these 
studies  in  cooperation  with  scientists  at  ag  experiment  stations  in  our  50  States. 
He  indicated  that  private  industry  also  conducts  research  at  many  other  laboratories 
and  stations.    He  presented  the  visitors  with  a  map  showing  the  location  of  the 
various  gov't  ag.  research  facilities  throughout  the  country. 


US- USSR  PLANT  EXCHANGE  REVIVED 

After  15  years  lapse,  researchers  and  plant  breeders  of  the  U.S.  and  Russia 
are  back  exchanging  plant  research  materials.    USDA's  Plant  Introduction  Section 
began  the  international  exchange  in  1898,  but  it  was  discontinued  with  Soviet 
Russia  in  19kk.    Before  that,  our  U.S.  plant  breeders  received  several  important 
types  of  alfalfa  and  grasses  from  Russia.    From  U.S.  contributions  under  the 
program,  now  reactivated,  Russia  now  raises  10  million  acres  of  sunflowers  of 
American  origin,  as  its  major  source  of  vegetable  oil.    Similar  climate  and  crcr 
problems  help  make  exchange  between  these  two  countries  especially  beneficial. 

FEED  SUPPLY  TREND  CONTINUES  UPWARD 


Today  AMS  reported  its  latest  check  shows  another  record  feed  grain  supply 
in  prospect  for  1959--0.  Sept.  1  the  feed  grain  crop  indicated  was  5  percent 
above  last  year's  record  and  more  than  a  fourth  above  average.  The  carryover 
into  the  coming  feeding  season  will  amount  to  15  percent  more  than  last  year. 
The  hay  supply  is  down  8  percent,  but  still  above  average,  and  a  little  above 
average  per  animal. 
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USDA  OFFERS  TO  BUY  MORE  PORK 

Today  USDA  bought  over  three  million  pounds  of  frozen  ground  pork  to  distribute 
in  the  National  School  Lunch  Program.    This  completed  the  program  the  Department 
announced  Aug.  2k  to  buy  6-million  pounds.    But  it  has  offered  to  buy  more  next 
week,  with  bids  due  by  2  p.m.  Tues.  Sept.  22  to  be  accepted  by  midnight  EST  Fri. 
Sept.  25. 

CORN  BELT  PIG  CROP  REPORTED 

Yesterday  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  indicated  the  number  of  sows  farrowed  and 
intended  to  farrow  this  fall  in  10  Corn  Belt  States  is  5  percent  more  than  last 
year  and  23  percent  larger  than  average.    The  Board  estimated  the  number  of  all 
hogs  and  pigs  on  farms  Sept.  1  as  up  5  percent. 

The  Board  reported  farmers  breeding  intentions  in  Ohio,  111.,  Wis.,  Iowa,  and 
S.D.  indicate  they'll  have  the  same  number  of  sows  to  farrow  during  the  i960  winter 
quarter  as  a  year  earlier.    But  decreases  of  22  percent  are  intended  in  Minnesota; 
Ik  percent  in  Nebraska;  11  percent  in  Kansas;  and  3  percent  in  Indiana  and  Missouri. 

REPORT  ON  MARKET  NEWS 

The  enclosed  map  furnished  by  AMS,  shows  how  each  State  department  of 
agriculture  contributed  to  market  news  work  in  cents  per  thousand  dollars  in  cash 
receipts  from  farm  marketings  in  '58.    Average  for  all  States  was  5  cents  per 
$1,000.    Average  contributions  of  USDA  was  12  cents  per  thousand.    You  may  hear 
more  about  this  at  the  NATRFD  November  meeting  in  Chicago. 

OF  MIKES  Aim  MEN  - 

Jack  Jackson  of  the  Nat'l  Grange  reports  another  ex-Pres  of  NATRFD,  Bob 
Miller,  WLW,  Cincinnati,  will  again  serve  as  one  of  five  judges  who  will  make  a 
ten  state  tour  to  inspect  the  finalists  and  select  the  Grange  to  get  this  year's 
$10,000  first-place  award  in  the  12th  Annual  Community  Service  Contest. 

The  WMT  corn  crib  twins,  Bob  Nance  and  Bill  Alford,  used  video  tape  in 
covering  the  Iowa  State  Fair  this  year.    They  taped  the  winners  in  the  WMT  Farm 
Gadget  Show  and  the  exhibitor  of  the  grand  champion  baby  beef  in  Des  Moines  late 
in  the  afternoon,  rushed  the  recording  to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  aired  it  that  same 
evening  on  WMP-TV's  10:30  news. 

US  AT  FIRST  WORLD  AGRICULTURE  FAIR 

After  our  briefing  this  afternoon,  we  can  assure  you  that  the  first  World 
Agriculture  Fair,  which  will  be  held  in  New  Delhi,  India,  from  December  11,  1959 
to  Feb.  1*4-,  i960,  will  be  worth  seeing.    Ours  will  be  one  of  the  largest  exhibits 
and  will  cover  five  acres  with  four  buildings,  garden  space  for  1,000  people,  as 
well  as  outdoor  demonstration  area.    George  Allen,  head  of  the  U.S.  Information 
Agency  and  Secretary  Benson  outlined  its  great  significance  to  us.    The  Secretary 
pointed  out  that  India  ranks  sixth  among  nations  in  the  value  of  products  imported 
from  us,  and  we  are  by  far  her  biggest  supplier  of  farm  products.    The  theme  of  our 
exhibit,  which  is  a  joint  effort  by  USDA,  Commerce,  and  the  Atomic  Energy  Commision 
will  be  Food,  Family,  Friendship  and  Freedom.    AEC  will  explain  to  the  Indian  "man 
in  the  street"  the  increasing  importance  of  the  atom  on  the  farm,  demonstrate  Ameri- 
ca's leadership  in  this  field,  and  provide  Indian  agriculture  with  a  very  real  and 
practical  scientific  service.    Practical  applications  of  atomic  energy  to  farming 
will  be  demonstrated. 
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EARLY  EXHIBIT  CATCHES  THB  EYE 

That's  the  way  George  Menard,  WBBM-TV,  Chicago,  sees  it.     George  has  charge 
of  the  display  of  action  pix,  trophies,  awards,  etc. ,  at  the  upcoming  NATRFD  conven- 
tion in  Chicago  this  year  right  after  Thanksgiving.     He'll  he  especially  thankful  to 
you  to  send  yours  along  to  him  now,  so  he  can  prepare  the  most  attractive  exhibit. 
How  about  a  pix  of  your  egg-laying  rooster,  George? 

US-MEXICO  BORDER  ALLIED  AGAINST  BLACKFLISS 

Although  they  have  to  keep  their  fingers  crossed  about  all  those  citrus  black- 
flies  far  back  of  the  border,  the  pest  control  people  seem  pleased  •with  the  way  our 
two  countries  are  working  together,  keeping  the  flies  away  from  our  door.     By  main- 
taining two  blackfly-free  zones  in  northern  Mexico  -  through  the  use  of  parasitic 
wasps  to  keep  down  blackfly  numbers,  and  prompt  treatment  of  new,  ssall  infestations 
in  the  buffer  zones  with  insecticides,  the  specialists  are  managing  to  keep  commercial 
citrus  groves  of  the  two  countries  comparatively  free  of  the  blackflies.    They  say  it 
shows  what  can  be  done  when  two  countries  work  together  on  a  mutual  problem. 

CANADIANS  TOUR  RURAL  DEVELOPMENT  PROJECTS 

A  small  group  of  Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture  officials,  headed  by 
Dr.  J.  F.  Booth  of  the  CDA  economics  division,  aremaking  a  two-week  tour  of 
Rural  Development  Program  projects  in  the  U.S.    They  are  studying  problems  of  low 
income  farmers  in  Canada,  and  hope  to  draw  on  cur  experience.    They  are  now  viewing 
techniques  and  methods  used  in  Kentucky.     Next  week  they  study  what  has  been  done  in 
Wisconsin.    After  that  projects  in  Minnesota  and  Michigan. 

USDA  WATCHES  CONTRACT  FARMING  CLOSELY 

So  Secretary  Benson  told  the  Advertising  and  Selling  Club  at  Peoria,  Monday. 
He  said  we  do  not  think  that  contract  farming  will,  or  should  be,  extended  to  all  of 
agriculture.  But  he  did  see  exciting  possibilities  in  it  for  some  segments  of  agri- 
culture. He  said  it  can  promote  production  efficiency.  It  can  spread  the  risks  among 
producers,  processors,  and  marketers.  It  can  help  young  people  get  started  in  farm- 
ing. It  can  improve  the  orderliness  of  production  and  marketing,  lead  to  better  qual- 
ity products,  such  as  leaner  pork  and  fresher  eggs. 

But  the  Secretary  pointed  out  this  doesn't  mean  contract  farming  will  auto- 
matically benefit  farmers.     If  they  are  to  use  it  to  their  own  advantage,  they  will 
need  market  information,  research  information,  and  adequate  ground  rules  for  conduct- 
ing agriculture  by  contracts.     In  some  areas  they  will  need  strong  co-ops.     He  warned 
that  contract  farming,  out  of  control  of  farmers,  could  put  them  in  a  strait  jacket. 

COMMUNICATION  WORKERS  ASSOCIATION  IN  BRAZIL:    Francisco  Silva  tells  us  he  and  other 
communication  officials  from  agriculture,  education,  and  Health  Services  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro  plan  to  set  up  such  an  association  next  year.    They  will  also  adapt  to  their 
environs  the  train- the-trainer  program  they  picked  up  from  NPAC  in  this  country.  He 
informs  us  his  daughter  Denise,  born  Aug.  26,  is  the  most  beautiful  girl  in  Rio. 
Francisco  and  two  associates  recently  spent  three  months  here  studying  agricultural 
communications  under  ICA-USDA  sponsorship. 


FARM  AND  CITY  TO  SHARE  WATER 
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With  this  Letter  we  send  you  a  Fact  Sheet,  full  of  facts,  about  WATER. 
It  can  help  tiring  to  life  those  radio  and  television  programs  you  are  planning 
for  Farm  and  City  Week,  Nov.  20-26,  19 59.    Anything  "but  dry,  this  fluid  that 
courses  down  farm  slopes  and  thru  city  pipes  provides  a  subject  where  the 
interests  of  farm  and  city  folks  really  meet.    Look  it  over,  then  take  the  plunge. 

SEND  YOUH  TAPE  FOR  THESE: 


"U.S.  Farming  Display  in  India"  -  (81+Q99)    Comments  on  the  purpose  of  the 
U.S.  exhibit  at  the  First  World  Agriculture  Fair  -  Dec.  11  to  Feb.  lh  - 
by  the  man  managing  it,  Nat  Knowles,  U.S.  Dept.  of  Commerce.    TIME:  2:03 
"The  Direction  of  Farm  Mechanization"  -  (22A99)    Dr.  Walter  Car let on, 
Ass't  Dir.  ARS  Engineering  Research  forecasts  the  nature  of  improvements 
in  next  20  years  -  to  Howard  Hass,  ARS.  TIME:  *+:09 

" 'Breakthrough'  in  Plant  Knowledge"  -  (85Q99)  Layne  Beaty  and  Ernest 
Moore,  ARS,  discuss  the  material  that  controls  plant  growth  and  gives 
man  new  opportunity  to  tailor-make  plants  to  his  own  use.  TIME:  2:lk 


YOUR  NETS  WILL  PROVIDE  THESE: 

"Civil  Defense  on  the  Farm"  -  on  NBC  in  the  National  Farm  and  Heme  Hour 
Sat.  Sept.  26. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  -  On  Mutual  12:05  EDT,  Mon.  thru  Fri. 
"The  Hortispect"  -  on  ABC  in  the  American  Farmer  program,  Sat.  Sept.  26. 
"How  Light  Controls  Plant  Development"  -  Basic  discovery  reported  over 
Clear  Channel  stations  weekend  of  Sept.  26. 

BEEPER  RECORDING  SERVES  USDA  TOP  EVENT 


Howard  Hass  and  the  Beltsville  staff  of  the  ARS  Reporting  Section  served 


eighteen  individual  stations  and  one  eight-station  network  with  direct  telephone 
beep  recordings  of  interviews  and  statements  covering  Soviet  Premier  Khrushchev's 
visit  to  the  Beltsville  Research  Center  on  Wednesday.    Those  reports  included 
one,  two,  and  two-and-a-half  min.  news  statements  and  three,  five,  and  eight  min. 
interviews.     In  fact,  this  service  seemed  so  successful,  we  are  thinking  of 
extending  it  to  other  important  events  and  reports  which  may  originate  in  the 
Department.    Let  us  know  what  you  think  of  the  idea  or  the  kind  of  reports  you 
would  like  to  get  in  this  way? 


P.S.    NATRFD  Pres.  Maynard  Speece  and  Mutual  Net  farm  director  Claude  Mahoney 
will  accompany  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Eenson  on  his  visit  to  seven 
European  countries  Sept.  23-0ct.  9.    This  trip  is  part  of  a  long  range 
world  ag.  trade  and  market  development  program.     It  will  include  stops 
in  Yugoslavia,  West  Germany,  Poland,  Finland,  Sweden,  and  Norway,  as  well 
as  the  Secretary's  courtesy  trip  to  the  U.S.S.R.     Speece  represents  NATRFD 
on  the  trip.     Dubs  of  tapes  he  sends  back  -vail  be  available  here.    Let  us 
know  if  you're  interested.     Send  blank  tape. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


RFO  UTTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


BadUh^L^\§y\s\on  Service 

Office  of  Information -ffisfteVaiffment  of  Agriculture 


*    J'A/V  2  6  mo 


Lear  Farm  Broadcaster  :**- — — *"  "^culture 


September  25,  1959 
Letter  No.  891 


Early  this  week  the  National  Agricultural  Advisory  Committee  held  its 
annual  meeting  this  time  at  Camp  David,  the  mountain  retreat  where  President 
Eisenhower  and  USSR  Premier  Khrushchev  are  conferring  tonight. 

Before  taking  off  on  his  good- trill  and  trade  trip  to  Europe,  Secretary 
Benson  gave  a  "briefing  on  the  recommendations  of  the  Advisory  Committee. 

Tomorrow  the  Secretary,  accompanied  hy  NATRFD  Maynard  Speece,  Mutual 
Net's  Claude  Mahoney,  and  eight  other  newsmen;  will  attend  the  opening  of 
the  Cologne  Trade  Fair  in  West  Germany. 

ADVISORS  URGE  FARM  PLAN  CHANGES 


The  National  Advisors  spend  most  of  the  time  at  Camp  David  on  wheat.  They 
recommended  wheat  support  at  75  percent  of  the  average  price  for  the  previous 
three    years.      .    Then  after  19&3,  price  support  at  90  percent  of  the  previous 
three-year  average.    They  suggested  elimination  of  all  acreage  controls, 
"beginning  in  19 6l.    They  recommended  strengthening  the  Conservation  Reserve  to 
get  adjustments,  particularly  in  the  Great  Plains  wheat  acreage. 

The  Advisors  re-affirmed  their  recommendation  that  price  supports  on  tobacco 
he  based  on  a  percentage  of  the  market  price,  to  make  tobacco  more  competitive 
in  world  markets.    They  urged  all  information  agencies  to  acquaint  tobacco 
growers  with  the  export  situation.    They  warned  our  growers  are  losing  markets 
abroad  faster  than  they  realize. 

The  Advisors  see  an  opportunity  for  greatly  expanding  the  use  of  peanuts 
for  food.    They  advised  a  study  of  standards  for  dairy  products  on  a  nation-wide 
basis.    They  would  encourage  further  extension  of  the  Rural  Development  Program, 
but  urge  care  to  avoid  mushroom  expansion. 

CONSERVATION  RESERVE  RATING  METHOD  CHANGED 

Wednesday  USDA  announced  how  the  basic  rates  for  the  i960  Soil  Bank 
Conservation  Reserve  will  be  determined  under  the  new  law.    Instead  of  on 
production  history  as  formerly,  the  rates  for  i960  will  be  on  the  same  basis 
as  for    59 y  with  the  productivity  and  value  of  the  land  for  agricultural 
purposes  as  the  chief  factors.    The  basic  rate  may  not  exceed  20  percent  of 
the  value  of  the  land  offered  and  no  higher  than  the  basic  annual  rate  that 
would  have  been  established  for  the  same  farm  in  the  '59  program. 

To  enable  more  farmers  to  get  in  on  the  program,  the  Department  has 
extended  to  October  9  the  deadline  for  applying  to  their  County  ASC  Committee 
for  basic  rates  on  their  land.    After  that,  they  will  have  until  October  16 
to  apply  for  Conservation  Reserve  Contracts.     (See  enclosure  for  further 
details . ) 
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WESTERN  RADIO  CLINIC  IN  UTAH  SOON 

The  Western  Regional  Farm  and  Home  Radio  Clinic  gets  down  to  work  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  October  29-31,  to  help  make  broadcasts  more  effective.    It  will  include 
down-to-earth  demonstrations,  discussions,  and  case  studies  on  radio  planning, 
promotion,  and  research.    The  sponsors  are  AAACE,  NATRFD,  and  NPAC,  ARC,  AL-GCU, 
Rutgers,  NACAA,  MB,  NAEB,  and  USDA. 

DRIED  FORM  FOOD  POWDER  CAKES  LESS 

USDA  scientists  have  developed  a  new  way  to  make  instant  food  powders. 
They  whip  liquid  food  concentrates  into  foam,  dry  it,  and  crush  it  to 
powder.    The  foam-dried  powders  hold  less  moisture.    They  are  less  likely 
to  cake  than  powders  dried  by  other  processes.    The  researchers  have  tried 
foam  drying  on  tomato,  apricot,  pineapple,  apple,  grape,  and  orange  juices; 
and  on  milk,  coffee,  prune  whip,  beef  and  chicken  broth,  and  lemonade. 
They  report  powders  of  good  color  and  flavor. 

SMALL  CANNED  FORK  HEADED  FOR  MARKET 

Cured  pork  products  have  been  successfully  marketed  in  the  U.S.  for  years 
in  big  cans.    Now  ARS  has  authorized  the  packing  of  ready-to-eat  pork  and  luncheon 
meat  products  in  cans  from  12  ounces  up  to  3  pounds.    The  new  small  1  canned 
products  must  be  refrigerated,  and  labeled:  "Perishable  -  Keep  Under  Refrigeration". 

Officials  figure  this  new  outlet  should  stimulate  the  sale  of  pork,  because 
of  the  fine  flavor  and  texture  of  the  new  products.  Several  years  of  study  have 
shown  them  safe. 

WEBSTER  BOOSTING  AG.  BROADCASTING  ABROAD 

Our  boss,  R.  Lyle  Webster,  director  of  USDA's  Office  of  Information, 
is  in  Europe  this  week  talking  ag.  info,  with  country  representatives  to 
the  Food  and  Agriculture  Technical  Information  Service,  (FATIS)  at  the  Org. 
for  Eur.  Eco.  Co-op  (OEEC).    He's  official  U.S.  representative  in  that  group. 

Lyle  expects  to  talk  up  more  activity  in  farm  broadcasting,  and 
encourage  the  revival  of  the  European  Farm  Radio  and  Television  Association, 
inactive  now  for  about  two  years.    After  Paris,  he'll  visit  FATIS  repre- 
sentatives in  Rome,  Athens,  and  Ankara  -  then  look  in  on  Harry  Hunt  of  the 
BBC  in  London  enroute  home. 

USDA  DEVELOPING  MILK  QUALITY  STANDARDS 

The  upcoming  October  issue  of  "Agricultural  Marketing"  reveals  USDA;  which 
has  long  had  quality  standards  for  butter,  cheese,  and  dry  milks;  is  now  formulat- 
ing quality  requirements  for  raw  milk  used  in  making  those  products  -  also 
minimum  specifications  for  dairy  plant  operations.    When  those  standards  are 
issued  as  official  proposals,  all  interested  persons  will  have  a  chance  to  comment 
on  them.    After  considering  such  comments,  the  Department  will  issue  the  standards 
in  final  form. 

U-H's  TO  ATTEND  WORLD  AGRICULTURE  FAIR 

The  eight  U-H  Club  winners  to  represent  the  U.S.  at  the  First  World 
Agriculture  Fair,  to  be  held  in  New  Delhi,  India,  Dec.  11,  1959  to  Feb.  Ik 
I960,  were  announced  by  the  Gen'l  Mgr.  of  the  U.S.  exhibit  this  morning. 


THE  ATOM  AMD  JOHN  DOUGLASS 
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John  Douglass,  Director  of  Rural  Broadcasts  of  the  Australian  Broad- 
casting Commission,  reports  they  recently  did  a  full  half-hour  TV  show  on 
the  use  of  atomic  research  in  agriculture.    As  one  segment  of  the  show,  he 
used  a  TV  package  we  sent  him  on  the  screw-worm  work  in  Florida.    John  asks 
us  tc  thank  everybody  concerned  in  that  story.    He  kindly  claims  that  was 
undoubtedly  the  best  part  of  his  show. 

YOUR  REFERENCE  COPY  OF  "FOOD"  READY 

Day  after  tomorrow,  reference  copies  of  USDA's  1959  Yearbook  of  Agriculture 
will  be  on  release.    This  one  is  on  "Food"  -  Food  and  health. . .What  we  need  and 
the  foods  that  contain  it.    As  Sec'y  Benson  says  in  the  Foreword:  "This  book 
reports  much  that  is  new  from  the  research  of  scientists  in  the  Department  and 
elsewhere.    It  tells  many  things  we  all  need  to  know  about  food."    700  pages  of 
text.    Let  us  know  promptly  if  you  want  a  copy  for  your  own  use.    Copies  for  the 
public  are  available  from  the  Sup't  of  Documents,  Washington  25 ,  D.  C.  for  $2.25 
per  copy,  or  from  Members  of  Congress.    It  is  not  distributed  by  the  USDA.    It  is, 
in  fact,  a  Congressional  document. 

AG.  PRODUCT  DEVELOPMENTS  ABROAD 

After  extensive  research  since  just  after  the  war,  Soviet  Union 
sunflower  seed  now  have  over  one-fourth  more  oil  in  them  than  they  had 
then.    Over  85  percent  of  Russia's  sunflower  crop,  produced  on  nearly 
ten  million  acres,  was  produced  last  year  from  selected  seed. 

A  London  firm  is  now  producing  deep-frozen  whole  milk  on  a  commercial 
basis  -  mainly  for  shipping  lines,  oil  companies  and  school  children  in 
the  Middle  East.    The  firm  treats  pasteurized  milk  with  ultrasonic 
vibrations,  deep-freezes  it,  and  stores  it  in  12  degrees  below  zero 
Centrigrade . 

AMS  REPORTS  RECORD  OILSEED  SUPPLIES 

This  morning  our  Marketing  Service  reported  that  record  supplies  of  edible 
fats,  oils,  and  oilseeds  will  be  available  in  the  year  that  begins  October  1. 
Supplies  will  run  10  percent  more  than  in  the  year  just  ending.    An  expected  27 
percent  rise  in  the  output  of  cottonseed  oil  will  contribute  a  large  part  of  the 
increase.    Lard  production  will  be  up  around  11  percent.    Carryover  stocks  of 
soybeans  will  be  up  enough  to  make  soybeans  supplies  nearly  as  large  as  last 
year. 

BBC  MIDLANDS  CHIEF  HERE 

H.  J.  Dunkerley,  comptroller  of  the  British  Broadcasting  Service 
midlands  regions  at  Birmingham,  will  be  traveling  from  our  northwest 
across  country  for  the  next  month,  looking  at  farm  radio  and  television. 
After  an  east-west  trip  across  Canada,  he  visits  Bill  Drips  and  others 
in  Portland,  Ore.  this  week,  then  on  to  Fresno,  Los  Angeles,  Amarillo, 
Fort  Worth,  Dallas,  New  Orleans,  Louisville,  Chicago,  Washington  and  New 
York  before  sailing  home.    San  Francisco  is  where  he'll  spend  this  weekend. 

Jules  Renaud  of  our  shop  met  Mr.  Dunkerley  in  England  last  February. 
He  also  met  farmer-rancher  Clyde  Higgs,  a  member  of  BBC's  farm  advisory 
committee,  who  arrived  in  Washington  this  week  on  an  auto  tour  of  U.  S. 
dairies,  co-ops  and  farm  broadcasters.    He  lives  in  Shakespeare's  home 
town,  Stratford- on- Avon. 


ACT  QUICKLY  TO  PREVENT  FIRE 
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President  Eisenhower  proclaimed  the  week  beginning  October  h,  1959,  as 
National  Fire  Prevention  Week.    In  a  memo  to  all  services  and  employees  of  the 
Department,  Secretary  Benson  has  urged  all  of  us  to  cooperate  in  getting  fire 
safety  information  effectively  to  farm  people.    Since  1950,  farm  fire  losses  have 
increased  by  nearly  one-fifth.    In  the  past  year,  farm  losses  have  risen  2§  percent 
It's  high  time  we  did  more  about  it. 

SEND  TAPE  FOR  SPEECE  RECORDINGS 

NATRFD  Pres.  Maynard  Speece,  WCCO,  Minneapolis,  arrived  here  Tuesday, 
tape  recorder  in  hand,  ready  to  send  back  tapes  of  what  he  sees  and  hears  on 
Secretary  Benson's  trade  development  tour  to  Yugoslavia,  West  Germany, 
Poland,  the  USSR,  Finland,  Sweden  and  Norway,  before  they  get  back  Oct.  9. 
They  left  last  Wednesday  morning. 

Others  on  the  trip  you  may  know  include  Lewis  Rock  and  Bert  Tollefson 
of  the  Sec'y's  staff;  Grant  Salisbury,  one-time  farm  broadcaster  now  with 
U.S.  News  and  World  Report,  Tom  Anderson  of  Farm  and  Ranch,  Nashville;  Jack 
Matlick,  Ky-Tenn-Ind  Farmer;  Ovid  Martin,  AP;  Gaylord  Godwin,  UPI,  Jim 
Colby,  Morning  Democrat,  Davenport,  Iowa  (Pres.  Newspaper  Farm  Ed.  Ass'n)^ 
Don  Watson,  N.  Eng.  Homestead,  Springfield,  Mass.  (Pres.  Amer.  Eds.  Ass'n) 
Claude  Mahoney  almost  forgot  his  extra  pants,  but  went  back  home  to  Fairfax 
County  then  made  the  plane  with  seconds  to  spare. 

If  you'd  like  dubs  of  tapes  Maynard  sends  back  as  soon  as  they  arrive, 
send  us  a  blank  tape  now. 

STORIES  YOUR  BLANK  TAPE  CAN  TELL 

"Conservation  Reserve  Deadline  Moved  to  October  9"  -  (86Q99)  Tom  Hamilton,  USDA 
Soil  Bank  head,  comments  on  effect  of  legislation  approved  Sept.  21... and 
announces  new  deadline  date  for  indicating  interest  in  i960  reserve.  TIME:  l:k& 
"New  Breakthrough  on  Plant  Growth"  -  (S7Q99)  -  Dr.  Ted  Byerly,  Deputy  Adm'r,  ARS, 
explains  to  Layne  Beaty  what  this  'key  to  the  control  of  plant  growth'  may  mean 
to  farmers  and  consumers.  (Also  available  in  13-g-  minute  version)  TIME:  k:00 

THESE  THE  NETS  WILL  BRING  IN 

"Where  Do  Tranquilizers  Fit  in  Beef  Cattle  Management  and  Feeding?" 

answered  over  NBC,  in  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Sat.  Oct.  3' 
"Claude  Mahoney 's  Farm  Report"  -  Mon.  thru  Fri.  on  Mutual  12:05  EDT 
(Given  by  Steve  McCormick  while  Claude  is  trade-touring  in  Europe ) 
*" World  Wheat  Supplies  and  Trade  Prospects"  -  featuring  Clyde  Keaton,  FAS, 
in  "Agriculture  USA"  our  tape  offering  broadcast  independently  by  stations 
throughout  country.     (Consult  local  listings)  13^-  min. 

"Looking  Ahead  at  the  Direction  Farm  Mechanization  Will  Take"  -  Dr.  Walter 
Carlson,  ass't  director  of  engineering  research,  ARS,  on  "American  Farmer" 
program,  over  ABC,  Sat.  Oct.  3« 


Sincerely, 


Layne'Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


